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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be 
filed as provided by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an 
amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 



2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Ronald A. D'Alessandro (Reg. No.: 42,456) on Monday, December 
6, 2004. 



3. The application has been amended as follows: 



IN THE CLAIMS 



3.1. Claims 1-9, 15-23, 25 and 28 have been cancelled. 

3.2. Claim 10, line 4, before "database tool" add -computerized--; line 6, after 
"invoices" add --with a processor,--. 

3.3. 24. (Once Amended). A computer program product for processing 
invoices, said computer program product comprising: 

a computer readable medium comprising computer program code for 
performing the following steps : 

program cod e for entering and m e ans for storing one or more unmatched 
invoices in an invoice processing tool; 

program cod e for providing a database tool having one or more goods 
received receipts stored in a database; 

program cod e for periodically inquiring to determine if a new goods 
received receipt (GRR) is present; 
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program codo for performing a logical three-way match between the GRR 
and each of the one or more unmatched invoices, wherein the logical three-way 
match includes: 

comparing a GRR number on the unmatched invoice with a GRR number 
on the GRR; 

comparing a unit price on the unmatched invoice with a unit price on the 
GRR; 

comparing a quantity on the unmatched invoice with a quantity on the 
GRR; and 

finding a match if one of the following is true: 

(1) the GRR numbers match, the unit prices match, and the 
quantity on the GRR is greater than or equal to the quantity on the 
unmatched invoice; 

(2) no match was found for (1 ), and the GRR numbers match and 
the quantity on the GRR is greater than or equal to the quantity on 
the unmatched invoice; 

(3) no match was found for (1 ) and (2), and the unit prices match 
and the quantity on the GRR is greater than or equal to the quantity 
on the unmatched invoice; and 

(4) no match was found for (1 ), (2) and (3), and the quantity on the 
GRR is greater than or equal to the quantity on the unmatched 
invoice and the unmatched invoice is the oldest unmatched invoice; 

program cod e for generating a logical result of each logical three-way 
match; and 

program cod e for transferring a matched invoice and a corresponding 
logical result to the database tool. 



3.4. 26. (Once Amended). The computer program product of claim 24, wherein 
the computer readable medium further comprises f urth e r compr i s i n g computer 
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program code for performing the following step: storing purchase orders in the 

database. 

3.5. 27. (Once Amended). Computer executable process steps each step 

performed by op e rat i v e to contro l a compute r, stor e d on a comput e r r e adab le 

m e d i um, for processing invoices, comprising; 

a step to periodically inquire to determine if a new goods received receipt 
(GRR) is present; 

a step to perform a logical three-way match between the GRR and an 
unmatched invoice, wherein the logical three-way match includes: 

a step to compare a GRR number on the unmatched invoice with a GRR 
number on the GRR; 

a step to compare a unit price on the unmatched invoice with a unit price 
on the GRR; 

a step to compare a quantity on the unmatched invoice with a quantity on 
the GRR; 

a step to obtain a logical match result if one of the following is true: 

(1) the GRR numbers match, the unit prices match, and the 
quantity on the GRR is greater than or equal to the quantity on the 
unmatched invoice; 

(2) no match was found for (1), and the GRR numbers match and 
the quantity on the GRR is greater than or equal to the quantity on 
the unmatched invoice; 

(3) no match was found for (1) and (2), and the unit prices match 
and the quantity on the GRR is greater than or equal to the quantity 
on the unmatched invoice; and 

(4) no match was found for (1 ), (2) and (3), and the quantity on the 
GRR is greater than or equal to the quantity on the unmatched 
invoice and the unmatched invoice is the oldest unmatched invoice; 
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a step to generate a logical result of each logical three-way match; and 
a step to transfer a matched invoice and a corresponding logical result to 
the database tool. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 10-14, 24, 26, 27 and 29 are allowed. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

6. As per independent claims 10, 24 and 27, the best prior art, Moriyama (U. S. 
4,851 ,999) in view of Three Way Match Requirement for All Procurement Component 
Payment by Minnesota Depadments of Finance and Administration (Three Way Match 
Requirement) teach general-purpose management method, a computer readable 
medium having instruction embedded therein to perform said method, and system, 
comprising providing transactional files in a database; periodically inquiring for new 
goods identifiers in said database; and performing logical operations (processing data 
relating to the receipt of materials); wherein said logical operations include verifying 
that: shipment or receipt of the goods or services is correct when compared to the 
purchase order; the vendor's invoice for delivery of the goods is correct when compared 
with the purchase order and the receipt step; and the payment for the received goods is 
correct when compared with the purchase order, receipt of goods and the vendor's 
invoice. 

However, Moriyama in view of Three Way Match Requirement do not teach that, 
during the processing of said three fields (the new goods received receipt (GRR), the 
unit price, and the quantity), if one or more of the fields, e.g. the GRR number, do not 
match, the match can still be made using the remaining fields. More specifically, 
Moriyama in view of Three Way Match Requirement do not teach that a match is found 
if one of the following is true: (1 ) the GRR numbers match, the unit prices match, and 
the quantity on the GRR is greater than or equal to the quantity on the unmatched 
invoice; (2) no match was found for (1), and the GRR numbers match and the quantity 
on the GRR is greater than or equal to the quantity on the unmatched invoice; (3) no 
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match was found for (1) and (2), and the unit prices match and the quantity on the 
GRR is greater than or equal to the quantity on the unmatched invoice; and (4) no 
match was found for (1 ), (2) and (3), and the quantity on the GRR is greater than or 
equal to the quantity on the unmatched invoice and the unmatched invoice is the oldest 
unmatched invoice; generating a logical result of each logical three-way match. 

7. The best foreign prior art found by the examiner is JP41 1 222305A to 
Yada, which appears to disclose a method for receipt confirmation of goods 
during delivery, wherein goods are checked to be received in a designated 
address when the decision result of a receipt confirmation apparatus indicates 
that the concurrence evaluation of second information transmitted from the 
address to the receipt confirmation apparatus matches with first information, fails 
to disclose performing a logical three-way match between a GRR and unmatched 
invoices. 

8. The remaining depended claims 11-14, 26 and 29 are considered 
allowable as they are dependent and based off of an allowable independent 
claim. 

9. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Igor 
Borissov at telephone number (703) 305-4649. If attempts to reach the examiner 
by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's Supervisor, John Weiss, can be 
reached at (703) 308- 2702. 
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1 1 . Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the Receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 308-1113. 

12. The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned are (703) 305-7687 for regular communications and (703) 
305-3597 for After Final communications. 




IB 

1/15/2005 



JOHN 6. WEISS 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3S00 



